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district of Iowa was a suggestive and significant
one, both, personally and from the point of view
of social politics.

Although he received 609 more votes than in
1886, Weaver lost the election "by a vote of
17,181 to 18,009. Lacey's vote was larger by
2,055 than that of the Eepublican candidate in
1886.233 It was the year of Harrison's election
when the Eepublicans were especially eager to
redeem the defeat of 1884. Weaver ran four
times as a fusion candidate in the district: he
was elected three times. At each election he
ran ahead of the vote of the parties that sup-
ported him. His victories were largely per-
sonal, and he probably represented the real
views of a majority of his constituents. He
never had a strong party organization behind
him as did the Eepublican candidates.

The larger causes of Weaver's defeat are to
be sought in the political conditions of the time.
He entered Congress as a Greenbacker when
the new party was at the height of its power;
and when he was reflected in 1884 and 1886,
that party was still in existence, though rapidly
declining. As already pointed out, the Demo-
cratic victory of 1884 represented in a certain
sense the climax of the Greenback agitation.
During the years from 1885 to 1889, while
Weaver was serving in Congress, the Green-
back party disappeared, and a temporary party,